
 

 

INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER LEARNING AND EDUCATION IN 

ANCIENT INDIA The Gurukuls ofancient times were residential schools, where 

students and the teacher lived together. There were also Parishads and 

Sammelans, or the academies and conferences. Children also received education 

from their fathers as they had to inherit their father's occupation.  

Over time, the Vedic and Buddhist sys- tems of education emerged. The Vedic 

system focused on Vedas, and Upanishads, while Buddhist scriptures were taught 

in the Buddhist system. Vedic education system had Sanskrit as the language of 

instruction (medium of study) and in the Buddhist system, Pali was the language 

of study of religious texts. Madrasas offered education to children from the 

Islamic faith.  

Both philosophy and vocational training were part of education in ancient India. 

Vocational education was related to agriculture, building houses, art of making 

jewels, implements and equipment, dance, music, tanning leather, manufacture of 

boats, chariots, EV training elephants and horses, weaving, dyeing, spin- ning, 

sculpture, medical science, veterinary science, perfumes manufacturing, etc. The 

methods used for Pre learning mostly involved storytelling and memoriza- The 

tion. There were also discussions and debates with scholars. Some of the famous 

educational institutes were Takshashila, Nalanda, and Vallabhi.  
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